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SUBJECT: PRESS QUESTIONS ON TRADE AGREEMENT 

1. FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WERE ASKED AT FEB. 18 DEPARTMENT 
PRESS BRIEFING: 

Q. SIR, IS THE UNITED STATES DISCUSSING AN AGREEMENT 
WITH ROMANIA CONCERNING THE GRANTING OF THE CLOSE OF THE 
MOST FAVORED NATION TREATMENT IN EXCHANGE FOR EASING 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMMIGRATION IN ROMANIA? 

A. WELL, IN RESPONSE TO YOUR QUESTION I UNDERSTAND 
THAT WE DID BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS ON JAN. 15TH OF A TRADE 
AGREEMENT WITH ROMANIA. THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE PROCEEDING 
5 SATISFACTORILY. I DON'T KNOW WHEN THEY'LL BE COMPLETED. 

AS FOR THE QUESTION OF IMMIGRATION, WE ARE NEGOTIATING 
THE AGREEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
TRADE ACT OF 1974. AND, AS YOU KNOW, THE TRADE AGREEMENT 
WOULD PROVIDE MOST FAVORED NATION TREATMENT AND CONTAIN 
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OTHER PROVISIONS AS REQUIRED BY THE ACT. 
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Q. THAT MEANS YES, DOES IT? 

Q. LONG YES. 

Q. CAN YOU AMPLIFY ON THAT ANY MORE AS TO HOW FAR 
LONG THESE NEGOTIATIONS ARE AT THIS STAGE? COULD YOU SAY 
THEY'RE PROCEEDING SATISFACTORILY, OR ARE THEY ABOUT 
COMPLETED? 

A. I DON'T KNOW WHEN THEY'LL BE COMPLETED. 

Q. ARE THERE NEGOTIATIONS IN BUCHAREST OR HERE? 

WHERE ARE THEY NEGOTIATING? 

A. I DON'T KNOW THE LOCALE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS BUT 
WE'LL GET THE ANSWER TO THAT. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHO'S CONDUCTING THEM, BOB, ON THE 
AMERICAN SIDE? 

A. I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

Q. ARE THESE THE ONLY NEGOTIATIONS GOING ON WITH 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES UNDER THAT SECTION OF THE TRADE 
REFORM ACT? 

A. I DON'T KNOW OF ANY OTHER NEGOTIATIONS UNDER 
WAY WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES AT THIS TIME. 

Q. BOB, LET ME JUST COME BACK TO THE TRADE TALKS 
FOR A MINUTE. I'D LIKE TO ASK WHY, WHEN THE DELEGATION— 
WHICH, I BELIEVE, NUMBERS FIVE OR SIX-HEADED BY THE 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY- WENT TO BUCHAREST-WHAT IS 
IT NOW; THREE-FOUR WEEKS AGO?-IT WASN'T ANNOUNCED BY 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

A. I JUST DON'T HAVE THE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION, 

JOHN. 
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Q. I'D LIKE TO ASK AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION. DOES 
THE ADMINISTRATION'S CRITICISM OF THE IMMIGRATION TRADE 
LINK IN THE TRADE REFORM BILL APPLY TO THE PROVISIONS 
WHICH ARE NOW BEING NEGOTIATED CONCERNING ROMANIA? 

A. WELL, AS I SAID, THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT DO 
APPLY TO THE PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS. YES, THAT'S MY 
UNDERSTANDING. 
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Q. WHAT I'M ASKING IS WHETHER THE CURRENT 
NEGOTIATIONS, THEREFORE, ARE BASED SQUARELY ON APPLYING 
THE EXISTING PROVISIONS OF THAT TRADE AGREEMENT TO 
ROMANIA OR IF THERE IS SOME CONCEPT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS 
OF A MODIFICATION OF THE TRADE ACT. 

A. NOT THAT I'M AWARE OF. WE RE NEGOTIATING THE 
AGREEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE TRADE 
ACT OF 1974. 

Q. DOES THE AMENDMENT DEALING WITH IMMIGRATION 
LIMIT THE CHANCES FOR SUCCESS OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS? 

A. WELL, AS I SAID EARLIER, KEN, THE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE PROCEEDING SATISFACTORILY. 

Q. HAVE WE GOTTEN TO THAT POINT IN THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS? 

A. I DON'T KNOW THE DETAILS OF THE VARIOUS STAGES 
OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

Q. CAN YOU AMPLIFY AT ALL WHAT YOU MEAN BY 
"PROCEEDING SATISFACTORILY" THEN? 

A. NO. I CAN'T AMPLIFY IT BEYOND THAT. KISSINGER 
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